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@ Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

□ Box No. n Priority ^ , ,- kikk, 

□ Box No. ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of Invention 

H Box No V Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ BoxNo. Vt Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VI I Certain defects in the International application 

□ Box No. VI 1 1 Certain obsen/atlons on the Internatfonal application 
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S^Xmchlot^^^ 

Infemffial Bu^^^^^^ that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 

will not be so considered. 

« ,hl. opinion 1., as p,ovld«i .bo... cn=ld«a to M . vmll.o Wj"!" f *»JfM'|SSS^^^^ 

whichever expires later. 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 
2 With reaard to any nucleoticte andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
TefeS? to the"^lS!S~n^^^ this opinion has been established on the base of. 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table{s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 
0. time of filingAumishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

appropriate, were furnished. 
4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43/t>is.1 (a)(1) with regard to m^^^^^ Inventive step or 
industri applicability; cHatlons and explanations suppo rting such statement , 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (!A) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 


No: 


Claims 
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^JTo'^le^ statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Reference is made to the foilowing document: 

D1: WO-A-9608322 

2. The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCJ, because claims 1 and 
10 are not clear. 

2 1 The expression "....within a predetermined decision time period..." used in claims 1 and 
10 are vague and unclear and leave the reader in doubt as to the meaning of the technical 
features to which they refer, thereby rendering the definition of the subject-matter of said 
claims unclear, Article 6 PCT, 

2.2 It is clear from the description on page 7. line 30 - page 8, line 1 that the following 
feature is essential to the definition of the invention: 

(a) "...to delay the decision and calculate the best chpise for simultaneously .... to 

allocate both articles together into position " 

Since independent claims 1 and 10 does not contain this feature it does not meet the 
requirement following from Article 6 PCT taken in combination with Rule 6.3(b) PCT that 
any independent claim must contain all the technical features essential to the definition of 
the invention. 

3. NOVELTY 

3.1 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses a method for batching articles having different weights into a plurality of batches 
at a number of collection positions, wherein each completed batch comprises a 
plurality of articles and has a sum weight within a predetermined weight range, said 
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method including: 

- providing a serial flow of articles on a conveyor; 

- weighing each article in the flow and recording the weights of the articles; 

- conveying the recorded articles to a batching section; 

- allocating the recorded articles to a collection position within a predetermined decision 
time period; 

- placing an allocated article in the predetermined collection position; and emptying a 
collection position when the predetermined sum weight is obtained (see abstract, fig. 1). 

3.2 The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from documerit D1 in that comprises the step of: 

- said allocation is perfomied on the basis of the weight of the recorded articles that are 
not yet positioned in one of the collection positions, and the content of the predetermined 
collection position. 

3.3 Therefore, the subject-matter of claim 1 is new and meets the requirements of Article 
33(2) PCT. 

3.4 The same arguments apply to the pon-esponding apparatus claim 10, which also meets 
the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT. 

4. INVENTIVE STEP 

4.1 The subject-matter of claims 1 and 10 is not disclosed or suggested by document D1 , 
therefore the subject-matter of claims 1 and 10 meet the requirement of Art 33 (3) PCT. 

4.2 Claims 2-9,1 1-12 are dependent claims and thus meet the requirements of Art. 33 (3) 
PCT. 

5. INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

5.1 The subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 10 and the subject-matter of the 
dependent claims 2-9,1 1 -1 2 meet the requirement of Art. 33(4) PCT. 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 With regard to the language, this opinton has been established on the basis of the international application in 
' the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the origin^ Wag^^^^^ TeJT'"'"^ 
language . which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With reoard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
lleol^ to the cteil^^^^ this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingyfumishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the International application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

5§?iSb ilSfc^TSfSi «» aw«oMlon as filed or does not go beyond the appl«>atK»i as filed, as 

appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43l>#s.1(a)(l) with "^egard to novelty, Inventive step or 
^dustrial applicability; citations and explanations suppo rting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 
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No: 
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Re item V ^ , . 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 

D1: WO-A-9608322 

2. The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claims 1 and 
10 are not clear. 

2 1 The expression "....within a predetermined decision time period..." used in claims 1 and 
10 are vague and unclear and leave the reader in doubt as to the meaning of the technical 
features to which they refer, thereby rendering the definition of the subject-matter of said 
claims unclear, Article 6 PCT. 

2.2 It is clear from the description on page 7. line 30 - page 8, line 1 that the following 
feature is essential to the definition of the invention: 

(a) "...to delay the decision and calculate the best choise for simultaneously .... to 

allocate both articles..... together into position " 

Since independent claims 1 and 10 does not contain this feature it does not meet the 
requirement following from Article 6 PCT taken in combination with Rule 6.3(b) PCT that 
any independent claim must contain all the technical features essential to the definition of 
the invention. 

3. NOVELTY 

3 1 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art. 
discloses a method for batching articles having different weights into a plurality of batches 
at a number of collection positions, wherein each completed batch compnses a 
plurality of articles and has a sum weight within a predetermined weight range, said 
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method including: 

- providing a serial flow of articles on a conveyor; 

- weighing each article in the flow and recording the weights of the articles; 

- conveying the recorded articles to a batching section; 

- allocating the recorded articles to a collection position within a predetermined decision 
time period; 

- placing an allocated article in the predetermined collection position; and emptying a 
collection position when the predetermined sum weight is obtained (see abstract, fig. 1). 

3.2 The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from document D1 in that comprises the step of: 

- said allocation is perfomied on the basis of the weight of the recorded articles that are 
not yet positioned in one of the collection positions, and the content of the predetermined 
collection position. 

3.3 Therefore, the subject-matter of claim 1 is new and meets the requirements of Article 
33(2) PCT. 

3.4 The same arguments apply to the corresponding apparatus claim 1 0. which also meets 
the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT. 

4. INVENTIVE STEP 

4 1 The subject-matter of claims 1 and 1 0 is not disclosed or suggested by document D1 . 
therefore the subject-matter of claims 1 and 1 0 meet the requirement of Art. 33 (3) PCT. 

4.2 Claims 2-9.1 1 -1 2 are dependent claims and thus meet the requirements of Art. 33 (3) 
PCT. 

5. INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

5.1 The subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 10 and the subject-matter of the 
dependent claims 2-9,1 1-12 meet the requirement of Art. 33(4) PCT. 
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